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THE INDIAN EVIDENCE ACT, 1872

1. Section 3: Fact

Illustrations

e That there are certain objects arranged in a certain
order in a certain place, is a fact.

e That a man heard or saw something, is a fact.

e That a man said certain words, is a fact.

e That a man holds a certain opinion, has a certain
intention, acts in good faith or fraudulently, or uses a
particular word in a particular sense, or is or was at a
specified time conscious of a particular sensation, is a

fact.

e That a man has a certain reputation, is a fact.



2. Section 11: When Facts Not Otherwise Relevant
Become Relevant

Illustrations

e The question is, whether A committed a crime at
Calcutta on a certain day.

e The fact that, on that day, A was at Lahore is
relevant.

e The fact that, near the time when the crime was
committed, A was at a distance from the place
where it was committed, which would render it
highly improbable, though not impossible, that he
committed it, is relevant.

e The question is, whether A committed a crime.

e The circumstances are such that the crime must
have been committed either by A, B, C or D. Every
fact which shows that the crime could have been
committed by no one else, and that it was not
committed by either B, C or D, is relevant.



3. Section 45: Opinions of Experts

Illustrations

e The question is, whether the death of A was caused by
poison.
e The opinions of experts as to the symptoms
produced by the poison by which A is supposed to
have died, are relevant.

e The question is, whether A, at the time of doing a
certain act, was, by reason of unsoundness of mind,
incapable of knowing the nature of the act, or that he
was doing what was either wrong or contrary to law.

e The opinions of experts upon the question whether
the symptoms exhibited by A commonly show
unsoundness of mind, and whether such
unsoundness of mind usually renders persons
incapable of knowing the nature of the acts which
they do, or of knowing that what they do is either
wrong or contrary to law, are relevant.
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