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Received assent: 

• Lieutenant-Governor of Punjab on 30.05.1918
• Governor-General on 12.06.1918

First published in Punjab Gazette on 12.07.1918. 

Premable: 

• An Act to:
• Validate all things done under the Punjab Courts

Act, 1914 (Act,1914), as amended by Punjab Act 4
of 1914,

• To repeal the said Acts or so much of them as may
be valid and to enact a law relating to Courts in the
Punjab; which is free from the defect described in
the preamble.
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• Whereas it appears that the Act, 1914 as: 

 

 

 
 
 

 

The act included a clause, namely, Section 39(1)(b) which 
had not been passed by the Legislative Council of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, and whereas doubts have arisen as 
to the validity of things done under the said Act, and the 
amending Act, Punjab Act IV of 1914:  

And whereas it is expedient to validate all things done 
under the said Acts, to repeal the said Acts or so much of 
them as may be valid, and to enact a law relating to Courts 
in the Punjab, which is free from the defect above 
described, it is hereby enacted as follows: 

 

 

  

Assented by 
Lieutenant-
Governor 

15th January, 1914 

Assented by 
Governor-General 

27th April, 1914 

Published in the 
Punjab Gazette 

22nd May, 1914 



PART I 

Section 1: Short title and extent: 

• Short title: Punjab Courts Act, 1918. 
• Extends: Courts in Punjab 

 

Section 2: Definitions:  

In this Act: the expression means 

 

Section 3: Enactment of provisions relating to courts in 
the Punjab:  

1. On and from 01.08.1914,  

• Provisions contained in Part II are hereby enacted, and 
shall be deemed to have had effect. 

• The Act, 1914, and Punjab Act 4 of 1914, or so much of 
them as may be valid, are repealed.  

Punjab Courts Act, 
1914 

What was published as the Punjab 
Courts Act, 1914, in Part V of the 
Punjab Gazette dated 22.05.1914 

Punjab Act IV of 
1914 

What was published as Punjab Act IV 
of 1914, in Part V of the Punjab 
Gazette dated 20.11.1914 
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(2) Validation of acts done:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Provisos:  

I. Appeal decided not to be called in question: 
Any appeal which may have been decided by the 
Chief Court in the exercise of jurisdiction under 
Section 39(1)(b) of the Act, 1914: 

All things done under the Act, 1914, 
shall be deemed to be in every way as 
valid as if the Act, 1914 had been of full 
force and effect on and from the 
01.08.1914. 
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II. Any appeal which before the commencement of this 
Act has been presented to the Chief Court under 
Section 39(1)(b) of Act, 1914, and  

 

 

Shall be deemed to 
have been validly 

decided
Shall not be called in 
question by reason of 
anything contained in 

this Act

Which should not have been so 
presented if the said sub-section had 
run as set out in Section 39 of Part II of 
this Act shall 

 

If it has not been decided be transferred 
by the said Court for disposal to the 
District Court having jurisdiction. 
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III. Any appeal which would have laid to the Chief Court 
under Section 39(1)(b) of Act, 1914 but which lies to 
the District Court under the provisions of this Act and 
• When if presented to the Chief Court at the 

commencement of this Act would be within time, 
shall be deemed to be presented within time if 
presented to the District Court within 60 days 
from the commencement of this Act. 
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PART II 

CHAPTER I: Preliminary 

Section 1: Repealed by Act 4 of 1919 

Section 2: Repeal: 

The enactments specified in the Schedule are hereby 
repealed to the extent mentioned in the fourth column 
thereof.  

Schedule: 

1 2 3 4 

Year No. Subject or short title Extent of 
repeal 

Acts of Governor-General in Council 

1884 XVIII The Punjab Courts Acts The whole 

1888 XIII Ditto Do 

1895 XIX Ditto Do 

1899 XXV Ditto Do 

Acts of Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab in Council 

1909 I Punjab Courts 
Amendment Act 

The whole 
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Section 3: Definitions:  

In this Part, unless there is something repugnant in the 
subject or context: 

 

  

1912 I Ditto Do 

1913 VI Ditto Do 

Small cause A suit of the nature cognizable by a 
Court of Small Causes under the 
Provincial Small Cause Courts Act, 
1887 (IX of 1887) 

Land Suit Suit relating to land as defined in 
Section 4(1) of the Punjab Tenancy 
Act, 1887 or to any right or interest in 
such land 

Unclassed suit Suit which is neither a small cause nor 
a land suit 

Value Used with reference to a suit means 
the amount or value of the subject-
matter of the suit 
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CHAPTER II 

Section 4 to 17: Repealed by Section 2(1) of Punjab Act IV 
of 1919  

CHAPTER III: The Subordinate Civil Courts 

Section 18: Classes of Courts: 

There shall be the following classes of Civil Courts, namely:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

District Judge

Additional District Judge

Civil Judge (Senior Division)

Civil Judge (Junior Division)

Food for Thought! 

This classification is besides the Courts 
of Small Causes established under the 
Provincial Small Cause Courts Act, and 
the Courts established under any other 
enactment for the time being in force. 
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Section 19: Civil districts: 

(1) For the purpose of this Part, the State Government 
shall divide the territories under its administration into 
civil districts.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(2) The State Government may alter the limits or the 
number of these districts.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

I am the State Government, 
it is my duty to divide the 

territories. 

Did you Know? 

In general, Haryana has 22 districts. 
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Section 20: District Judges: 

• Appointed by: State Government 
• Number of Judges: As State Government thinks 

necessary and shall post one such person to each 
district as District Judge of that district. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Same person may, if the State 
Government thinks fit, be appointed to be 

District Judge of two or more districts.  

STATE I appoint all of you 
as District Judge. 
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Section 21: Additional District Judges (ADJ): 
 

(1) Appointment: State Government in consultation with 
the High Court. 
 

(2) Jurisdiction: To deal with and dispose of such cases 
only as: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Fun fact about Haryana! 

Haryana was carved out of Punjab on 
1st November 1966, as the 17th Indian 
state. 

 

High Court, by 
general or 

special order, 
may direct 

them to deal 
with and 

dispose of 

District Judge 
of the District 

may make 
over to them 

for being dealt 
with and 

disposed of

Reference: Punjab Courts Act, 1918 
Copyright © Edzorb Law: Any breach will attract legal action with or without notice. 

 



Case pending with the ADJs immediately 
before the 28.06.1963 be deemed to be 

cases so directed: 

• To be dealt with or disposed of by the High Court or  
• Made over to them by the DJ of the District as the case 

may be.  

 

(3) While dealing with and disposing of the cases referred 
in sub-section (2), an Additional District Judge shall be 
deemed to be the Court of the District Judge.  

 

 

 

  

Note: See Notification No. 381 dated 21.7.2003 at the end of 
this Act. 

 

ADJ 

For purpose of disposing of cases referred in 
sub section (2) 

DJ 
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Section 21-A: Assignment of functions of District Judge: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mir Akhtar Hussain Vs District & Sessions Judge 

1996(4) AD (Delhi) 618 

Held: Once the District Judge assigns certain functions 
to the Additional District Judge the latter is fully 
competent to exercise the same functions as the District 
Judge. 
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Section 22: Civil Judges (Senior Division) and Civil Judges 
(Junior Division) (hereinafter referred as Civil Judges): 

(1) Number of Judges in district: Fixed by: 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

(2) Conferring of Powers: The High Court may confer on 
any Judicial Magistrate the powers of Civil Judges as 
it may deem fit to be exercised by the Judicial 
Magistrate within the local area as the High Court 
may define. 

 

 

Section 23: Repealed by Punjab Act of 1922 

  

  

STATE 

With 
consultation 

of 

State Government High Court 
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Section 24: District Court to be principal 
Civil Court of original jurisdiction:  

The Court of the District Judges shall be 
deemed to be the District Court or 
principal Civil Court of original 
jurisdiction in the district.  

 

Section 25: Original jurisdiction of District Judge in suit: 

The court of the District Judge shall have jurisdiction in 
every original civil suit without limit as reagrds the value. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DJ 

My suit costs more than 
Rs.50 lacs. With whom 
should I file my case? 

As per Punjab Courts Act, DJ can 
handle cases upto any value. So, I 

advice you to go to DJ. 
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This provision is in exception to any other 
enactment enforced for the time being. 

 

 

Section 26: Pecuniary limits of 
jurisdiction of Civil Judges (Senior 
Division) and Civil Judges (Junior 
Division):  

 
 

The High Court shall detemine either by including 
any person in a class or otherwise as it thinks fit. 

 

  

Pecuniary jurisdiction to 
be exercised in original 
civil suits by Civil Judges 

(Senior and Junior 
Division)

Shall be determined 
by the High Court 

PJ 
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Section 27: Local limits of jurisdiction: 

(1) Defined by: High Court. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

(2) Posting of Civil Judges: When the High Court posts a 
Civil Judges to a district, the local limits of the district 
shall be deemed to be the local limits of his jurisdiction.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This applies only in the absence of any direction to the 
contrary. 

If the Judge is posted by 
High Court in the district 

of Sirsa, the local limits of 
the Judge will be Sirsa. 

High court 

Your jurisdiction lies from 
pt. green to pt. red. 
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Section 28: Special Judges and Benches:  

28(1): Special Judges:  

 

 

• Appointed by:  

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

• Powers conferred by: High Court 
• Powers: All or any of the powers conferable under this 

Act on a Civil Judges with respect to particular classes 
of suits or with respect to suits generally in any local 
area.  

 

 

 

 

  

STATE 

After 
consultation 

with 

State Government 

High Court 

I always knew 
I am special. 
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28 (2) Bench: 

The State 
Government may 
direct any uneven 
number of 
persons invested 
with powers of 
the same 
description and exercisable within the same local area 
under this section to sit together as a bench, and  

those powers shall, while the direction relations in force, 
be exercised by the bench so constituted, and not 
otherwise.  

 

  

Sit together as bench 
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28 (3) Decision of the majority of the members of a bench 
shall be deemed to be the decision of the bench. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

28  (4): Persons on whom powers are conferred and the 
branches constituted under this section shall be 
deemed to be Civil Judges. 

 

 

 

  

I am of the view 
that property 
belongs to A. 

I am of the 
same view. 

I differ 
from this. 

The decision of the majority “Property 
belongs to A” is the decision of the bench. 
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Section 29: Power to invest Civil Judges with Small Cause 
Court Jurisdiction: 

The High Court may, confer upon any Civil Judge, the 
jurisdiction of a Judge of a Court of Small Causes under the 
Provincial Small Cause Courts Act, 1887, for the trial of suits 
cognizable by such Courts. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

The trial of suits upto such value not exceeding 
Rs.2,000/- as it thinks fit 
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The power is conferred by 
notification in official 
gazette. 

 

 

 

 

 

The High Court may 
withdraw any 
jurisdiction so 
conferred.    

I gaVE YOU POWER 

I CaN TaKE IT BaCK 
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Section 30: Exercise by Civil Judges of jurisdiction of 
District Court in certain proceedings: 

(1) The High Court may authorise: 
 

 

 

 

any of the proceedings next hereinafter mentioned or 
any class of those proceedings specified in such order.  

(2) The proceedings referred to in sub-section (1) are the 
proceedings under: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which cannot be disposed of by District Judge.  
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(3) The District Judge may withdraw any proceedings 
taken cognizance of by or transferred to a Civil Judges, 
and 
• May either himself dispose of them or transfer 

them to a Court under his control competent to 
dispose of them.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(4) Proceedings taken cognizance of by or transferred to 

a Civil Judges under this section shall be disposed of by 
him. 

 

This is subject to the rules 
applicable to like 
proceedings when 
disposed of by the district 
Judge.  

  

DJ 

I am withdrawing the 
proceedings from you; I will 

dispose it myself. 

Rules 
followe
d by DJ 

You must follow 
the same rules 
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Section 31. Place of sitting of Court: 

(1) The High Court may fix the place or places at which any 
Court under this Part is to be held.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(2) The place or places so fixed may be beyond the 
local limits of the jurisdiction of the Court.  
 

 

(3) A Court under this Part may be 
held at any place within the local 
limits of its jurisdiction.  

 

You will hold your 
proceedings here. 

High 
Court 

I will hold my 
proceedings here. 

Exception:  If any order given 
under this section. 
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Section 32: Repealed by A.O., 1937 

 

Section 33: Control of Courts: 

• Subject to the general 
superintendence and control of the 
High Court,  

• District Judge shall have control over 
all the Civil Courts within the local 
limits of his jurisdiction.  

 

Section 34: Power to distribute business: 

Every District Judge may by written order 
direct that:  

Any civil business cognizable by his Court 
& Courts under his control shall be 
distributed among such Courts as he thinks 
fit: 

  

No direction issued shall empower any Court 
to exercise any powers or deal with any 

business beyond the limits of its jurisdiction. 
 

 This provision is notwithstanding anything 
contained in the CPC. 

District Judge 

Civil Court 

Order 

-----
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Section 35: Repealed by Government of India (Adaption of 
Indian Laws) Orders, 1937 
 

Section 36: Power to fine ministerial officers: 

(1) A District Court or any Court under the control of 
District Court may fine any ministerial officer of the 
Court for: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The amount of fine must not exceed one 
month’s salary. 
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(2) The District Court (DC) may: 
• Reverse or modify any order made under 

subsection (1) by any Court under its control, and 
 

• Of its own 
motion fine up to 
the amount of 
one month’s 
salary any 
ministerial 
officer of any 
Court under its 
control.  

 

 

 

Section 37: Delegation of powers to District Judge:  

District Court may delegate to any Civil Judges in the 
district the power conferred on a District Court by  

 

DC 
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to be exercised by the Civil Judges in any specified portion 
of the districts, subject to the control of the District Court.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The delegation can be done only with the previous 
sanction of the High Court. 

  

CJ (Sr. Div) 

DC 

CJ (Jr. Div) 

Delegation of Power 

Section 34 
of this part
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CHAPTER IV: Appellate and Revisional Jurisdiction in Civil 
Cases 

Section 38: Appeals from District Judges or Additional 
Judges: 

(1) An appeal from a decree or order of a District Judge or 
ADJ exercising original jurisdiction shall lie to the High 
Court.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
An appeal shall not lie to the High Court from a 
decree of ADJ in any case in which appeal would not 
lie if decree had been made by District Judge.  

Appeal from order of 
District Judge or ADJ 

High Court 

DJ 
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Section 39: Appeals from Civil Judges (Senior Division) and 
Civil Judges (Junior Division): 

(1) An appeal from a decree or order of Civil Judges (Senior 
Division) and Civil Judges (Junior Division) shall lie 
District court, irrespective of value. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) Subject to the provisions of sub-section 3, an appeal to 
the Court or the District Judge shall be heard by the 
District Judge or by an Additional District Judge.  

 

 

Appeal from order of 
Civil Judges 

DJ 

District Court 
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(3) An Additional District Judge shall hear only such 
appeals as the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

(4) All appeals from decree or order of Civil Judge (Sr. Div.) 
and Civil Judge (Jr. Div.) pending in High Court, shall be 
transferred to the District Judge exercising oridinary 
territorial jurisdiction. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The appeals to be transferred irrespective of value 
or original suit. 

Appeal pending in HC 
from orders of Civil Judges 

DJ 

District Judge  

To be 
transferred to 
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(5) The High Court may, by notification, direct that 
appeals lying to the District judge from decrees by any 
Civil Judge shall be preferred to such other Civil Judge 
as may be mentioned in the notification, and  
Court of such other Civil Judge shall be deemed to be 
a District Court for the purpose of all appeals so 
preferred.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

DJ 

Appeal pending in 
District Court from 

orders of Civil Judges 

Other Civil Judges 

To be 
transferred to 

On the notification 
of High Court 
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Section 40: Power to transfer to a Civil Judges (Senior 
Division) and Civil Judges (Junior Division) appeals from 
other Civil Judges (Senior Division) and Civil Judges (Junior 
Division): 

(1) A District Judge may transfer any appeals pending 
before him from the decrees or order of Civil Judges to 
any other Civil Judges under his administrative control 
competent to dispose of them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

DJ 

Appeal pending in 
District Court from 

orders of Civil Judges 

Other Civil Judges 

To be 
transferred to 

By District Judge under 
his administrative control 
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(2) The District Judge may withdraw any appeal so 
transferred, and either hear and dispose of it himself or 
transfer it to a Court under his administrative control 
competent to dispose of it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(3) Appeals transferred under this section shall be 
disposed of subject to the rules applicable to like 
appeals when disposed of by the District Judge.  
 

(4) The powers conferred by this section shall be exercised 
subject to such general or special orders as may from 
time to time be issued in this behalf by the High Court.  

  

I had given you this appeal 
to hear but now I am 

withdrawing it back, its 
my discretion. 
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Section 41: Second appeals: 

(1) An appeal shall lie to the High Court from every decree 
passed in appeal by any Court subordinate to the High 
Court on any of the following grounds, namely: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explanation: A question relating to the existence or validity 
of a custom or usage shall be deemed to be a question of 
law within the meaning of his section. 

 

(2) An appeal may lie under this section from an appellate 
decree passed ex parte.  
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Section 42: Second appeal on no other ground: 

(1) No second appeal shall lie except on the grounds 
mentioned in Section 41.  
 

(2) No second appeal shall lie in any suit of the nature 
cognizable by Courts of small Causes when the amount 
or value of the subject matter of the original suit  
 
• Does not exceed five 

hundred rupees.  

 

Section 43: Repealed by Section 2(4) of Punjab Act IV of 
1919. 

Kulwant Kaur Vs Gurdial Singh Mann 

AIR 2001 SC 1273 

Held:  

• Sec.41 is extremely in conflict with the amended 
provision of Sec. 100 of CPC. 

• Requirement of framing substantial question of law 
as per Section 100 of CPC (as amended in 1976) 
cannot be excluded by Section 41. 

• Hence, Sec. 41 is deemed to be repealed. 
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Section 44: Revision: 

The High Court may call for the record of any case which 
has been decided by any Court subordinate to it and if such 
subordinate Court appears: 

The High Court may make such order in the case as it thinks 
fit.  

 

 

 

 

  

Did you Know? 

In this act, Revision is exercised only in 
cases in which no appeal lies. 
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Section 44A: Period of Limitation: 

 
(1)  The period of limitation for an appeal 
under Section 41 shall be ninety days from the 
date of the decree appealed against.  

 

 

(2) In computing this 
period and in all 
respect not herein 
specified the limitation 
of an appeal under the 
said section shall be deemed to be governed by the 
provisions of the Indian Limitation Act, 1908.  

  Reference: Punjab Courts Act, 1918 
Copyright © Edzorb Law: Any breach will attract legal action with or without notice. 

 



CHAPTER V: Supplemental Provisions 
 

Section 45: Mode of conferring powers: 

Except as otherwise provided by this part, any powers that 
may be conferred by the High Court on any person under 
this part may be conferred on such person either by name 
or by virtue of office.  
 

Section 46: Continuance of powers of officers: 

The High Court may direct otherwise.  
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Section 46A: Provisions regarding petition writer:  

The High Court may from time to time make rules 
consistent with this Act and any other enactment for the 
time being in force:  
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Section 47: Control of list of 
holidays: 

(1) Subject to such general orders 
as may be made by the State 
Government, the High Court shall 

prepare a list of days to be observed in each year as 
holidays in the Civil Courts subordinate thereto.  
 

(2) Every such list shall be published in the Official 
Gazette.  

 

Section 47-A: Provision regarding pending proceedings:  

All suits, appeals, revisions, applications, reviews, 
executions, and other proceedings whatsoever whether 
Civil or Criminal pending in the Chief Court of the Punjab 
shall be continued and concluded in the High Court of 
Judicature at Lahore as if the same had been had in such 
High Court; and  

The High Court of Judicature at Lahore shall have the same 
jurisdiction in relation to all proceedings as if same had 
been commenced and continued in such High Court. 
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Section 48. Repealed by Section 2(4) of Punjab Act IV of 
1919. 

  

Map of British India in 1914 
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Section 49: Amendment of the Punjab Land Revenue Act, 
Punjab Tenancy Act and the Indian Court-Fees Act: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Act Section Substituted 
word 

New word 

 

Punjab Land 
Revenue Act, 
1887 

117(2)(c) • Subordinate 
Judge 

• District 
Judge 

117(2)(d) 
& (e) 

• District 
Court 

• Divisional 
Court 

Punjab 
Tenancy Act, 
1887 

99(1) • District 
Judge 

• Divisional 
Judge 

Indian Court-
fees, Act, 
1870 

7(v)(b) • Five • Ten 
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Section 50: Amendment of definition of District Judge: 

For the definition of “District Judge” in Section 2(15) of the 
Punjab General Clauses Act, 1898 the following shall be 
substituted.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 51: Reference in existing enactments to Chief 
Courts: 

In every enactment now in force, and in every 
appointment, order, rule, bye-law, notification or form 
made or issued thereunder all references or the Chief Court 
of the Punjab shall be construed as referring to: 

 

 

 

DJ 

I am, now, defined as the Judge of a 
principal Civil Court of original 
jurisdiction, but shall not include the 
HC in the exercise of its ordinary or 
extra-ordinary original civil 
jurisdiction.  
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Until 15.08.1947 High Court of Lahore 

Before commencement 
of Constitution 

High Court of East Punjab 

After commencement 
of Constitution – 
31.10.1966 

High Court of Punjab 

After 31.10.1966 High Court of Punjab and 
Haryana 
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